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President's science advisor among
nearly 1,200 degrees conferred in May

Dr. John Marburger, science policy advisor for President Bush, was honored
with an honorary doctorate from UAH during May's commencement
exercises. Dr. Marburger is shown receiving his hood from UA System Trustee
Olin B. King and UAH Vice President for Student Affairs Delois Smith.

Also in this issue...
UAH dedicates Shelbie King Hall
City, UA System officials attend ribbon cutting.

2004 Alumni of Achievement inductees announced
Six university graduates were honored this spring
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Women's interests generate new endowments
Three alumni create scholarships to honor life, work
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Bush science advisor addresses
graduates, receives honorary degree
John H. Marburger III is the man
President Bush turns to when he
needs to discuss research, science and
technology. A physicist, Marburger
formerly served as director of the
Brookhaven National Laboratory and
as president of the State University of
New York at Stony Brook.
Marburger plays a key role in estab
lishing science and technology priori
ties as director of the White House
Office of Science and Technology
Policy. He recently gave the com
mencement address to graduates of
The University of Alabama in
Huntsville, and received an honorary
doctorate from the university. During a
tour of the campus, Marburger spent
about 30 minutes in an interview with
UAH Director of News Services Ray
Garner.
Q — There appears evidence that the
number of college students entering
science and engineering disciplines is
dropping. What implications will that
have on America's long'term
prospects?

tiveness of economic conditions of neering talent. We will continue to
their home countries, that this might hire a lot of students from abroad. We
cause those students to not come to see a lot of immigration from Europe.
That is a big issue for European
America in the first place, or more
likely they will go back after they get countries. They worry about the brain
drain they are experiencing to us. The
their degree.
There is disagreement on what this United States benefits from talent
means and how many engineers we'll coming here from other countries, and
need in the future, partly because the I think we'll continue to benefit long
engineering profession is changing in into the future.
response to all these technologies. We
are seeing increasing productivity of
engineers. But on the other hand,
there is a strong feeling in all parts of
government and the private sector that
we should do a better job of getting our
citizens to take a greater interest in sci
ence and engineering. We're not in
trouble right now, even though there is
a shortage of engineers in some sectors
in some parts of the country. With that
said, the United States is still a highly
favored place for technology. People
come to America to work from all over
the world.
Q — How did the events of 9/11
alter America's research funding
priorities?

A — It is a phenomenon that a lot of
people worry about. We have fewer
people going into physical science and
engineering than we need to sustain
the work force in these areas, particu
larly in some parts of technology, such
as Department of Defense contractors
who are government employees who
need to be U.S. citizens. A lot of grad
uate students in each of these areas are
foreign students. The concern is that
given the difficulty these students have
in getting visas in the post-9/11 era,
combined with the increasing attrac
Q — You mention shortages in some
sectors and some areas. Can you be
more specific?
A — Let me say that we're not in dan
ger of losing our edge as a nation, but
there are some demographic situations
where baby boom generation engi
neers, like at NASA, who are looking
at retirement in the near future. Some
Department
of
Defense
and
Department of Energy laboratories are
facing similar demographic challenges.
We can look at those populations of
scientists and tell we're going to have a
problem if we don't find more engi

A — It hasn't changed our priorities as
much as people thought it might. The
technology and research that is useful
for homeland security are similar to
technologies that are being imple
mented as part of the fabric in our daily
lives — telecommunications, Internet
applications, concerns about cybersecurity and improvements in public
health. We're making those technolo
gies stronger. The research that is
associated with protecting ourselves
from bioterrorism is the same research
for curing infectious diseases, or
dealing with other types of bacterial or
viral infections, like the common cold.
We realize the very substantial
improvements in public health from
investments we're making to defend
the nation against bioterrorism. The
same is true for biometrics and other
applications of information technolo
gy. All of this is pretty much off-theshelf technology. A new part of this
development is design and system
development. Although we have a
vastly increased concern of terrorism,
the core of scientific research is
relatively unaffected.

Q — Some scientists express worry
that a journey to the moon and Mars
veill come at the expense of other
NASA science programs. What is
your response to those concerns?
A — It was surely not intended to do
that. When the President made the
decision to go in this direction he
didn't intend to see the other sciences
that NASA supports suffer. As a
matter of fact, his intent is exactly the
opposite. He is trying to get away from
the spikes in NASA's funding. NASA's
budget rides up and down on big
programs. What the president wants to
see is a sustainable budget, a budget
that is more consistent. If we can make
that happen, then funding for other
science areas within NASA would be
much more predictable.
The moon-Mars program is not
sorted out yet. NASA is in a mode of
trying to find out how to accommodate
the president's desires and, at the same
time, complete construction of the
space station and deal with the prob
lems of the shuttle program. The
immediate budget problem is more
related to the shuttle and space station
rather than the president's vision. The
president wants to see the shuttle go
back up and he wants to complete the
international space station. There are
expenses in getting the shuttle back up.
But at that point when the shuttle pro
gram begins to phase out, that money is
intended to go into new capabilities,
such as launch and crew vehicles. The
bottom line, in the long run, is that this
new initiative should be better for
science than the current situation, uah
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Commencement 2004
Nearly 1,200 degrees were conferred at UAH's commencement
in May. John H. Marburger III, science adviser to President
George W. Bush and director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (see cover story), and William A. Craig,
director of the Software Engineering Directorate (below) of
the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command, were awarded
honorary doctorate degrees during the ceremony.
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Simpson wins AMS teaching award
Dr. James Simpson, a
Rutgers University,
UAH marketing profes
Louisiana State
sor who closes each
University and the
class session by telling
University of Akron.
his students, "Thank
"Dr. Simpson brings
you for coming," is one
great honor to UAH, not
of the top marketing
only through this award
teachers in the U.S.,
but especially by the high
according to the
regard in which he is
Academy of Marketing
held by his students and
Science (AMS).
colleagues," said UAH
Simpson, who chairs
President Frank Franz.
UAH's Management
"He is challenging,
and Marketing
demanding, committed,
Department, received
highly successful, and a
Jim Simpson
one of four "Outstanding
great asset for UAH."
Teacher in Marketing"
"I'm not surprised,"
awards presented by the AMS this
said Dr. C. David Billings, dean of the
year. The formal presentation was at
UAH business school. "Jim is one of
the AMS annual conference in
our most distinguished professors. His
Vancouver, British Columbia, in May.
research has received international
"It was pretty cool," Simpson said
recognition. He has provided out
of learning that he would receive the
standing service to his profession.
award. "I knew that David Berkowitz
Now his profession has recognized
and several former students had
what the students and faculty at UAH
nominated me. But I was surprised
already knew.
when the academy notified me that
"Jim sets the standard for teaching
1 had won."
in a college filled with very good
The other three winners are from
teachers." UAH
2

UAH Foundation adds
two new board members

Francisco J. Coliazo

John R. Wynn

The University of Alabama Huntsville Foundation has added
two new members to its board of directors.
Newly inducted members are: Francisco J. Coliazo, President and
CEO of COLSA Corporation; and John R. Wynn, an attorney with Lanier,
Ford, Shaver & Payne P.C.

UAH dedicates Shelbie King Hall

UAH President Frank Franz watches as Shelbie King cuts the ribbon. Mayor
Loretta Spencer, UA System Chancellor Malcolm Portera and UA System Board
of Trustees President Pro Tempore John McMahon were on hand to celebrate
the occasion.
Shelbie King Hall, the new home of
The dedication recognizes Ms. King's
the alumni, development, and university
"outstanding philanthropic contributions
relations offices, was opened and named in
to the Huntsville community."
honor of Shelbie King, BA, art '79, during
Other offices housed in the newly
dedication ceremonies this spring.
renovated facility include Accounting
Located at 188 Sparkman Dr., the
and Finance, Internal Auditing, Human
building was acquired by UAH through a
Resources, Payroll Services, and the
gift/purchase agreement with Olin B. King, a
Institute for Science Education. Acquisition
member of the UA System Board of Trustees,
of the building gives UAH a substantial
the UAH Foundation Board of Trustees, and
presence on the west side of Sparkman Dr.
founder of the former SCI Corp.
next to Olin B. King Technology Hall, UAH

University Women's Club
celebrates 40 years
University Women's Club celebrated 40 years of
continuous service to UAH at a luncheon this spring.
The club, founded in 1964 by a group of nine
Research Institute employees' wives when the
university was still a branch of the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, provides women who work
on campus, or who are the spouse of an employee,
a professional networking and social organization.
Today, nearly 100 members who are employees or
associated with the university through its affiliated
organizations enjoy the group's luncheons and
speakers through the academic year.
Among the group's achievements is the University
Women's Club endowed scholarship, a fund valued
at more than $112,000. The fund is one of the oldest
and largest at UAH and provides up to four scholar
ships annually to UAH women.
Club members continually add to the scholarship
through membership dues and fund-raising activities.
The group's first fund-raising event in 1972 was an
"Elizabethan Evening." The affair included an
"authentic English feast," during which diners were
serenaded with period songs performed by the UAH
Village Singers. The University Playhouse players then
performed excerpts from Shakespearian plays. Tickets
were $4 and the event raised $1,200.
Over the years fund-raising projects have included
dinner dances, white elephant sales, Bar-B-Ques, a
Bicentennial Year Ball with the Tommy Dorsey
Orchestra, silent auctions, and the group's signature
annual "Phantom Tea," during which participants are
invited to sip tea at home in toast to scholarship while
they write a check to the University Women's Club.
To make a donation to the Women's Club
scholarship, make your check payable to the UAH
Foundation and write "women club scholarship" in
the memo line. Mail to the UAH Foundation, 300
Shelbie King Hall, Huntsville, AL 35899. UAH

A funny evening with comedian Mark Russell
Political humorist Mark Russell
provided 90 minutes of sophisticated
laughs on campus April 16 taking
gentle pokes at politics and politi
cians during the Alumni Association's
first presentation in its reinstituted
speaker series.
"An Evening With Mark Russell"
netted about $12,000 for alumni
programs. The speaker series is also
intended to provide the community
with an option in high-quality
entertainment hosted on the UAH
campus. The show was made possible
through generous underwriting from
the following sponsors:
John and Maureen Hendricks
Theatrical Lighting Systems, Inc.
An Anonymous Benefactor
Burger King Wesfam
Restaurants, Inc.
Collazo Enterprises, Inc.
Councilman Glenn Watson
Crestwood Medical Center
EMT, Inc.
First American Bank
Four Points by Sheraton
Gradkell Systems, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. William Leonard
Redstone Federal Credit Union
RNR Ventures, LLC

Sword Microsystems, Inc.
Teledyne Brown Engineering, Inc.
The Consulting Group, Inc.

Plans are underway for the next
show in the series with an announcement expected soon, UAH
3

C a m p u s NEWS
UAH business school accreditation renewed
UAH's College of Administrative Science has
received reaffirmation of its accreditation by
AACSB International — The Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, the pre
mier accrediting agency and service organization
for business schools.
In addition to meeting the stringent academic
criteria for accreditation (only one in four U.S.
business schools meet this organization's standards),
the business school earned special commendation
from the organization's board for its research and
teaching emphasis on managing technology, for its
system for developing junior faculty, for the highlevel of cross-discipline faculty collaboration, and
for the school's success in winning external research
and service contracts and grants.
"In the past five years, the business school
faculty and staff have received more than

$2 million in external grants and contracts," said
Dr. David Billings, dean of the UAH business
school. "That's unheard of in a business school
with only 30 full-time faculty and no doctoral
program."
The accreditation review team that visited
UAH reported the college's "bright, lively and
engaging" students expressed high satisfaction
with the quality of education they are receiving.
The team praised the "attractive and functional"
Administrative Science Building, and noted UAH's
"enviable" location in the midst of a high-technolo
gy center for research and development.
The team also commented on the "strong
business community support" for the college,
saying, "the college has an enviable Business
Advisory Council and enviable access to highquality, professionally-qualified part-time faculty

associated with the local business community.
Many of the part-time faculty have several years'
experience teaching for the college."
"This business community involvement at the
strategic and tactical levels enriches the learning
experience for our students," said Billings.
The re-accreditation is for five years, the
maximum allowable time. The next on-site
accreditation review visit will be in 2008.
"I want to congratulate our faculty, staff and
supporters for this accomplishment," said Billings.
"This is the result of their hard work during the
past ten years, continuously improving an already
high-quality program. It confirms that we are
achieving our goal of providing excellent business
programs for our students."
The UAH business school first earned AACSB
International accreditation in 1994. , AH

Gravity Probe B team watches
launch after 40 years of work
EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. Rudolf Decher
died on April 25, less than a week after
the successful launch of Gravity Probe B
— a project he had been involved with for
almost 40 years.
After almost 40 years of work, delay
and anticipation, Dr. Rudolf Decher
seemed more relieved than excited
after watching the successful launch of
the rocket that carried the Gravity
Probe B experiment into space.
Then, Decher and the other
Gravity Probe B veterans who gath
ered in the National Space Science
and Technology Center to watch the
launch knew that this rocket launch
ing business can make a person ...
philosophical.
"You have to have patience," said
Decher, a senior research scientist in
UAH's Center for Space Plasma and
Aeronomic Research.
That's good advice, especially when
the launch window is only one second
long, when the guide star the experi
ment will be watching is precisely
overhead.
"Under normal circumstances, the
odds of a successful launch on time are
only about 30 percent," Decher said.
"And when you have such a tight
schedule ..."
That assessment was unfortunately
prophetic on the first scheduled
launch date. Decher, who had organ
ized the reunion, welcomed GPB team
members past and present as the prelaunch countdown proceeded in
California.
The group watched and listened to
the pre-launch routine. Then, at about
4

Dr. Rudolf Decher, center, applauds the launch of Gravity B Probe. He is
flanked by Dr. Ernst Stuhlinger, former director of NASA's Marshall Space
Flight Center, right, and Janet Christensen, a staff member in UAH's
Center for Space Plasma and Aeronomic Research.
three minutes before launch, there was
a pause in the dialogue and the launch
commentator said, "Uh oh."
The launch was delayed for one day
because there wasn't enough time to
load new information about wind
speed and direction aloft into the on
board computer.
The next day, however, the Boeing
Delta rocket fired within the one-sec
ond launch window and Gravity Probe
B was on its way. A hearty round of
applause from the reunited team mem
bers, then back to subdued conversa
tion as they waited to hear that the
probe had arrived safely in polar orbit.
"I have been involved with this
experiment since 1965," Decher
recalled. "That's when the Stanford

University scientists came to Marshall
and established contact."
They came to Marshall, he
explained, because scientists and engi
neers at the center had experience
building gyroscopes, although nothing
like the gyroscopes that were needed
for Gravity Probe B.
"The accuracy that had to be
achieved was unbelievable at the time
it was proposed," Decher said. "It took
a long time to implement that."
How accurate? Each of the four
superconductor-coated quartz balls at
the heart of the gyroscopes is less than
a micro-inch off from a perfect sphere.
Using a telescope pointing constantly
at a distant guide star, the gyros are
expected to pick up movements caused

by gravity's distortion of space to an
accuracy of one-half of a milli-arc
second per year. (One milli-arc sec
ond is roughly the width of a human
hair — as seen from a distance of ten
miles.)
If the experiment is successful
AND if Einstein's theory of relativity
is correct, the instruments should
detect a gyroscope deviation of about
40 milli-arc seconds after one year.
"It's amazing," Decher said.
"When these ideas were developed
in the '60s everyone was excited
about them, but few people thought
it could be done. It is amazing that
it got to the point that it could be
done." UAH

UAH nanotechnology research could
provide alerts against bioterrorist attacks
It's a quiet spring day in Washington, D.C.,
when an alarm goes off. The wailing sounds of
sirens issue an alert for residents in close proximity
to the Capitol Building.
Everyone is instructed to remain indoors until
law enforcement office officials can determine
what type of threat had been detected nearby.
Minutes pass before special response units are able
to determine that a tanker truck carrying a caustic
chemical had been involved in an accident and a
small leak in the tanker was spewing noxious fumes
on the streets nearby.
Wind currents had forced the cloud of fumes
away from the accident scene and past a small box
that is attached to a light pole near the intersection
of two streets in the nation's capital. The small
device, measuring only a few cubic inches, pro
trudes from top of the light pole. The gasses pass
through a small vent and just a few seconds later, a
buzzer and a light attracts the attention of a worker
in the Office for Homeland Security. The worker
confirms that readings from the device are accurate
and he issues an alert.
This could be a likely scenario to demonstrate
the importance of atmospheric detection alarms,
but this scene could have just as easily involved a
bioterrorist attack on Washington, D.C. Research
being conducted at UAH is providing the necessary
technologies necessary to develop small devices
that can be used in such scenarios, according to Dr.
Greg Nordin, a professor of electrical and computer
engineering.
UAH researchers are investigating the use of
micro-sized devices to assist in these types of
developments, according to Nordin, who also
serves as director of the university's Nano and

Workers in the Nano and Micro Devices Center
conduct research in clean room conditions on
the UAH campus.
Micro Devices Center.
"These types of devices really play to our
strengths in micro and nanotechnology photonics,"
Nordin said. "We are able to use some of the pho
tonic devices we have developed on our campus in
pushing the development of biological and chemi
cal sensor technology."
Nordin and other researchers at the UAH center
are constructing very small cantilevers to serve as
the central sensing devices. These microcantilevers

UAH, Dynetics establish secure
information networks laboratory
Dynetics Inc. and UAH have
• A facility for students to
established a laboratory that will
effectively gain hands-on
improve efforts to maintain secure
experience in computer and net
information over wired and wireless
work protection.
networks.
• For the education and training of
Discussions between the
engineers who will design and
Huntsville-based company and
develop future trusted systems.
UAH have been taking place since
• A workforce that is well
last fall to establish The Laboratory
educated in cyber trust issues.
for Education and Research in
• Ethical responsibilities to those
Information Assurance
who will manage, configure, and
Engineering.
operate such systems, and to
Dynetics CEO Marc Bendickson,
provide fundamental cyber
who earned a Ph.D. from UAH,
security education for all citizens
said the company's $100,000 gift
to secure systems of the future.
will help start what he envisions
• UAH with a world-class facility
Dr. Marc Bendickson
as a world class facility that is
in which to conduct research in
designed to replicate a "real world" wired and
the design and implementation of effective infor
wireless information network infrastructure.
mation warfare techniques.
The laboratory will be located in the Electrical
Dynetics is a privately held company based in
and Computer Engineering Department within
Cummings Research Park. The company has 800
UAH's College of Engineering. UAH Dean
employees in eight locations around the United
of Engineering Dean Jorge Aunon said the
States. Dynetics is primarily involved in research
establishment of this laboratory creates numerous
and development, engineering services, informa
opportunities for researchers and students. The
tion technology, and guided missiles and space
laboratory will provide:
vehicles, UAH

are extremely small, but are relatively large in the
nanotechnology environment. Each cantilever is
approximately 100 microns long (about the width
of a human hair) and about 30 microns wide.
He said researchers use these micro devices to
measure molecular interactions. "Each of these
microcantilvers have a material that is sensitive to
various chemicals," Nordin said. "If even a very
small amount of a chemical agent is evident, then
it chemically binds itself to the cantilever, causes
a stress differential and the cantilever bends as a
result."
That bend is as small as 10 nanometers, a very
small movement but one that can be detected by a
light beam that reflects off of the altered cantilever.
Nordin said when a certain amount of cantilevers
have light deflected from their surface, a warning
signal is then generated and is transmitted by some
type of communication device.
Nordin said UAH researchers are seeking ways to
retain the photonic ability to monitor a deflection
as small as 10 nanometers and provide a "read out"
mechanism.
UAH has finished the optical design for a firstgeneration read out mechanism, and has completed
the first generation of microcantilever design.
Nordin said computer modeling shows the UAH
design will work, but more time, and money, will be
necessary to develop a demonstration model.
Once this device is developed, Nordin said
hundreds of these units could be used in a wide
range of locations, especially in high-risk areas, or
they can be placed on unmanned aerial vehicles
or on other types of remotely controlled vehicles
to provide detection without putting anyone's life
at risk, UAH

UAH concrete canoe
team takes 3rd place
in national competition

UAH's concrete canoe team finished third in the
national championship competition held recently in
Washington, D.C.
UAH's entry placed first in presentation, but
a poor showing in the race competition hurt the
university's overall standing.
UAH won the 2004 Southeastern regional
championship and was seeking a record-breaking
sixth concrete canoe national championship.
Designed and built by students, UAH's concrete
canoe "Conquest" is the heaviest in many years at
147 pounds. The extra weight, says canoe team
coach Houssam Toutanji, was due to changes in the
rules regulating how the concrete could be mixed.
The University of Wisconsin at Madison won the
overall championship, followed by Laval University
from Canada. UAH finished ahead of fourth place
Clemson University, UAH

2004 Alumni of Achievement
inductees announced
by Victoria Welling
Six university graduates were honored this spring as 2004 Alumni of Achievement.
John A. Ehinger, James R. Parker, Gurmej S. Sandhu, Remigius G. Shatas,
Ann F. Whitaker, and Mickey R. Wilhelm were accorded the UAH Alumni
Association's highest honor as "graduates who exemplify the high standards of the
university through their professional and personal accomplishments."
Up to 10 persons are selected annually for the distinction by a committee from
nominations submitted to the Alumni Association Board of Directors.
Here are the 2004 Alumni of Achievement:

Remigius Shatas

Mickey R. Wilhelm

'73, BX Math

Dr. Ann F. Whitaker

'70, B.S., '71, M.S.,'75 Ph.D., Engineering

'68, M.S., Physics

As a math major, Remigius Shatas, '73, B.S.,
enjoyed Dr. Aldo Forte's group theory class.
"In group theory, the idea is to question basic
assumptions," he explains. Shatas carried his
love of questioning into his professional life, distin
guishing himself as an inventor and entrepreneur.
In 1981, after acquiring solid experience as a
computer systems engineer and real-time program
mer in manufacturing environments, he co-founded
Cybex Computer Products Corp. His desire was to
generate more than financial success. "I wanted to
build a business where people enjoy coming to
work," he says.
At Cybex, Shatas invented the world's first
keyboard/video extension product, which enabled
computer users to be to up to 150 feet away from
their computers. He later co-developed the world's
first keyboard/video/mouse switch capable of
booting all attached servers after a power
intermption.
In 2000, Cybex and Apex, a Redmond,
Wash., corporation combined in a $2 billion stock
exchange merger and became Huntsville-based
Avocent.
Today, Shatas is a partner in RNR Ventures,
a seed capital firm that invests in technology
companies. "We take somebody who has a vision
for what they want to do and put them together
with the management and money to make it
happen," Shatas explains. He is also CEO of
Rymic Systems, Inc.
People with vision have always inspired Shatas,
even back in his days at UAH. "What I really
appreciated was that, at UAH, classes were small,
and we were competing with people who were very
serious about what they wanted to accomplish. It
was a quality of education we never would have
gotten at a larger university."
Beyond fueling startup companies more than 100
to date Shatas is an active supporter of the
Huntsville Symphony Orchestra, Broadway Theatre
League, Boys and Girls Club of Huntsville,
Randolph School, and Huntsville Youth Orchestra.

Mickey R. Wilhelm holds three UAH degrees,
bachelor's ('70), master's ('71), and Ph.D. ('75), all
in engineering. He is currently the dean of engi
neering at the J. B. Speed School of Engineering at
the University of Louisville, Louisville, Ky.
"My initial perceptions about UAH were that it
is a very good engineering school. As an engineer
and engineering educator, those perceptions have
certainly been borne out," says Dr. Wilhelm. He
mentions Dr. Richard Wyskida, UAH associate
dean of engineering, as a key player in his educa
tional success. "He was a very good role model,
who later became a sounding board for plans
and ideas."
Dr. Wilheliy joined the faculty at the University
of Louisville in 1975, after launching his academic
career at UAH as an instmctor in 1973. He is
degreed in electrical engineering, industrial and
systems engineering, and operations research. His
special interests include materials handling systems,
facility planning, and novel solution algorithms to
large-scale optimization problems.
Dr. Wilhelm's numerous published research
studies include such diverse titles as "A Method
ology for Routing Solid Waste Collection," "An
Assessment of Energy and Materials Recovery
from Kentucky's Solid Waste Stream," "A Model
for Selecting and Evaluating Flexible Automation
Systems," and "The Use of Fuzzy Methodologies
and Space-Filling Curves in Facility Design."
He is the editor of eight books and the author of
10 book chapters.
Thinking about the '70s at UAH, Dr. Wilhelm
remembers one of his constant companions: the old
UNIVAC 1108 computer. "Back then, we spent
countless hours in the computer center, waiting for
computer runs. It was not uncommon to stay late at
night or into the wee hours waiting for batches to
come out, only to discover that you'd made a key
punch error. Of course, misery loves company, and
we had lots of good times," he recalls.

Dr. Ann F.Whitaker is the director of the
NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC)
Science Directorate, which manages earth,
space, and microgravity science; space optics
manufacturing technology; and projects and
missions associated with these areas. She oversees
some 700 civil servants and contractors and an
annual budget of $200 million.
Dr. Whitaker earned a master's degree in
physics from UAH in 1968 and her Ph.D. in
materials engineering from Auburn University.
She has been with MSFC since 1964 and is an
internationally recognized expert in surface physics
and materials science, with an emphasis on space
mechanisms and the effects of space environments
on materials.
Dr. Whitaker came to MSFC with a B.S. in
physics from Berry College, Mt. Berry, Ga. "I knew
I wanted to work in the Space Program," she says.
She also knew she wanted to pursue her master's
degree at UAH. "UAH has always strongly sup
ported Marshall Space Flight Center. It has an
emphasis on disciplines that are closely aligned
with the Center's competencies."
During the Apollo era, Dr. Whitaker was
assigned to formulate dry film lubricants and
conduct surface physics research. The first project
she worked on was the tractor crawler, the vehicle
now used to transport the Space Shuttle to the
launch pad.
Dr. Whitaker's inventions and experiments have
flown on Skylab, Apollo-Soyuz, and Spacelab and
multiple times on the Space Shuttle. In her efforts
to understand the challenges of conducting
research in space, she has worked in a Spacelab
simulator, taken pressure-suit training, and com
pleted an underwater course in MSFC's neutral
buoyancy simulator the huge water tank designed
to simulate the near-weightlessness of space.
Dr. Whitaker is the author of 71 technical
papers and holds one patent and three inventive
contributions. Among her many awards are the
Presidential Merit Award, NASA Outstanding
Leadership Medal, NASA Engineering
Achievement Medal, NASA Exceptional Service
Medal, and the Society of Women Engineers
Award. She is Fellow of the AIAA and was
NASA's nominee for the Women in Science and
Engineering Lifetime Award.

Pictured from left are; Gurmej S, Sandhu, John A. Ehinger, Ann F, Whitaker, James R, Parker, Mickey R, Wilhelm, Remigius Shatas

Gurmej S. Sandhu

John A. Ehinger

'79, Ph.D., Electrical Engineering

'69, B.A., English

'86, B.S., Business Administration

In 1969 when Neil Armstrong walked on the
moon, there was no question that Gurmej Sandhu,
'79, Ph.D., electrical engineering, was heading to
Huntsville. "The Apollo landing made Huntsville a
major attractant," says Dr. Sandhu, who that same
year had earned an M.S. in electrical engineering
from the Illinois Institute of Technology.
In Huntsville, Dr. Sandhu launched a career in
NASA and missile defense technologies, first at
Teledyne Brown Engineering and then with Boeing
Aerospace. At the same time, he worked toward
his Ph.D. in electrical engineering from UAH.
"Many UAH department of electrical engineering
faculty members were doing state-of-the-art
research in NASA and Army missile command,"
he explains.
Dr. Sandhu's Ph.D. dissertation involved using
radar scattering discrimination algorithms to
estimate the length of space re-entry missiles. He
continued his research in Missile Sensor and Seeker
Signal Processing and developed target discrimina
tion algorithms for the Advanced Technology
Center of the U.S. Army Space and Strategic
Defense Command. He further developed hierar
chies of target and electromagnetic environment
models for the Advanced Simulation Center of the
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command.
In 1986, Dr. Sandhu founded Sigmatech, Inc., a
high-technology corporation that has grown to over
$13 million in annual revenues and more than 150
professionals. He is currently CEO of the company,
which for the past five years has been heavily
focused on e-learning technologies for developing
Internet classrooms of the future.
Dr. Sandhu has authored nearly 100 technical
publications on system science and signal processing
and has been affiliated with nearly a dozen local,
national, and international technical societies.
Looking back on his days at UAH, Dr. Sandhu
fondly recalls: "I was putting the finishing touches
on my Ph.D. and was two weeks away from com
pleting it when our first child was born. Somehow
two weeks became two months," he laughs.
Today that son, Raj, is working toward his M.S.
in management information systems at UAH.

Opinion is the stock and trade of John A.
Ehinger, '69, B.A., English, who since 1985 has
been the editorial page editor of The Huntsville
Times. He is unreserved in expressing his feelings
about UAH. "The school prides itself on excellent
instruction, and that's certainly what I got there,"
he says.
Ehinger backed his major in English with a
minor in history. "The social and cultural ground
ing I gained from that combination has served me
very well," he says, noting that he often draws on
his knowledge of history and love of literature—
including the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson—to
structure his journalistic writing.
Ehinger first joined the Times as a reporter in
1967 and worked in that capacity during his final
two years at UAH. He left in 1970 to attend
graduate school at the University of Connecticut.
In 1973, he returned to Huntsville and the Tmes,
where he served as city editor for six years prior to
his current position.
In Ehinger's 18 years as editorial page editor, the
Alabama Press Association has judged his section
the Best Editorial Page in Alabama on eight differ
ent occasions, and he has personally received a
number of Alabama Press Association awards for
editorial and column writing. In 2002, the Times
received the Alabama Associated Press Community
Service Award for the editorial page's yearlong cam
paign for constitutional reform.
Ehinger has held a National Endowment for the
Humanities Fellowship and has been named
Huntsville Times Journalist of the Year and
Huntsville Public Library Friend of the Year.
Ehinger's wife, Margaret Darlene, and two of his
three children also attended UAH. His daughter,
Gabrielle, earned a master's degree in biology from
UAH and teaches at the university.
"UAH emphasizes quality, and with 80 percent
of graduates staying in the community, UAH
contributes to creating a quality town," says
Ehinger.

James R. Parker, '86, B.S., Business
Administration, was sold on UAH when
Coach Kayo Willis recruited him to play Charger
basketball. "It was an opportunity that had every
thing I wanted a chance to play basketball for a
good school in northern Alabama," says Parker.
Following graduation, Parker corralled his
winning ways into a career with Wal-Mart. Today,
as a Wal-Mart Regional Vice President, Parker lives
in Bentonville, Ark., and is responsible for 88
stores and more than 22,000 Wal-Mart associates.
Basketball was a constant throughout college
years that Parker remembers fondly. "I had many
great experiences at UAH," he says, "but the most
meaningful is that fact that I meant my wife there.
Ironically, we were in 'Marriage and Family' class
together."
Parker majored in marketing and credits Dr.
Benjamin Graves, former UAH president, with
sparking his interest in retail business in general
and Wal-Mart in particular. "Dr. Graves talked a
lot about retail and often used Wal-Mart as an
example in his lectures."
Parker's first position with Wal-Mart was as
a manager trainee in Huntsville. Numerous
promotions led to his appointment as buyer and
operations coordinator. He assumed his current
position in 1998.
In spite of a busy professional and family life,
Parker maintains ties to the university. He is a
member of the College of Administrative Science
Business Advisory Council and volunteers his time
to speak with business classes when he is in the
Huntsville area.
His wife, Sue (Krueger), is a 1986 UAH nursing
graduate and a member of the UAH Charger Hall
of Honor in recognition of her basketball career.
"I've always felt strongly about UAH and even
more so now, nearly 20 years after my graduation,"
Parker says.

James R. Parker

D e v e l o p m e n t NEWS
Womens' interests generate new endowments
Three well-known UAH graduates have created new endowed scholarships in celebration of their life
work and interests. Deborah E. Barnhart, Ph.D., Ina B. Clark, and Valerie G. Seaquist have
established funds to provide assistance to UAH students.

Dr. Deborah Edwards Barnhart
English Scholarship

Valerie G. Seaquist
Scholarship in History

Deborah Edwards Barnhart, Ph.D., graduated in
1974 from UAH with a degree in English. Today,
she is vice president of space exploration Defense
& Space Electronic Systems for Honeywell,
Clearwater, Fla. Her scholarship will assist a
student studying English.
Barnhart holds an MBA from MIT, a master's
degree in marketing from the University of
Maryland, and earned a Ph.D. degree at
Vanderbilt. Her career has included executive
positions at United
Technologies Hamilton
Standard Space Systems
International, Inc., and
McDonnell Douglas
Aerospace. In 2002, she
was named one of the UAH
50 Alumni of Achievement.
"I established this schol
arship to show my apprecia
tion for the profound impact
a literary education from
UAH has had on my every
Deborah Barnhart
endeavor, Barnhart said.
"I want to enrich the
personal lives of the students who receive it by
encouraging the study of literature, regardless of the
recipients' career choices. I hope that through their
studies they will come to share my appreciation of
the richness, beauty and perpetual delight that
come ffom language."

Family members and colleagues of Valerie
Seaquist, a 1983 UAH history graduate and a
retired employee, have
honored her long interest
in history and the education
of tomorrow's historians by
establishing the Valerie
Seaquist Scholarship in
History.
Seaquist, a lifelong
resident of north Alabama
and a UAH employee since
1975, was chosen as the
outstanding history graduate
in 1983 in part for her
senior thesis on the TVA
Valerie Seaquist
agricultural programs in the
region and their effect on its people. The
following year she joined the Office of Research
Administration which later became the Office
of Sponsored Programs. She retired as its director
in 2004.
The Valerie Seaquist Scholar will be a full-time
graduate or undergraduate student majoring in
history who has financial need and meets the
award's grade point average requirements.

working
for a depression-era county
rationing board, a railroad,
being a court reporter, and
later, a golf course develop
er. In the process, she has
traveled throughout the
world studying cultures and
languages, travels that
inspired her to want to
assist students in having the
same experiences.
ina Clark
The Ina B. Clark Global
Study Scholarship will "help outstanding students
broaden their educational and cultural experience
through study abroad," by providing funds to help
defray expenses associated with a semester of study
in another country.

Endowments can be created with $10,000 given as a one-time gift or through an accumulation of smaller gifts
over a defined period of time. To create a fund, or to contribute to one of these funds, contact Connie Gerlach,
director of development by phone at 256-824-6505 or e-mail her at gerlachc@uah.edu

Boeing provides $50,000 gift to UAH College of Engineering
The Boeing Company has made
a significant commitment in further
developing and sustaining the
Huntsville area workforce with a
$50,000 gift to UAH, part of more
than $1.3 million the company has
invested in the university in the last
15 years.
The money will be used to pur
chase state-of-the-art equipment for
the university's classrooms and teach
ing laboratories.
"A skilled and educated workforce
is the engine for a healthy economy
and helps attract business to North
Alabama," said Peri Widener, Boeing
IDS Senior Executive — Huntsville.
"This gift to UAH underscores
Boeing's commitment to nurturing
higher education institutions that
produce graduates with the right stuff
8

Peri Widener, Boeing IDS Senior
Executive, provides a check to
President Frank Franz

to help businesses be innovative
leaders and communities succeed."
"This help from The Boeing
Company allows UAH to provide
unique laboratory opportunities for
our students," said President Frank
Franz. "Access to high-quality labora
tories ultimately leads to graduates
who are better prepared for work
when they leave our university."
Dean of Engineering Jorge Aunon
said Boeing's gift serves more than
1,200 undergraduate engineering
students at UAH. "This helps us
improve the quality of instruction
and expand the scope of education
in engineering and sustaining
excellence, particularly at the
undergraduate level," Aunon said.
"At the same time, it will foster the
integration of education with

research-intensive learning
environments."
The Boeing Company is the largest
aerospace company in Alabama, and
enjoys a nearly 50-year history as a
member of the Huntsville community.
Today, the company's workforce of
more than 3,000 employees work on
the leading edge of key space and
defense programs, including the
International Space Station, the
Ground-based Midcourse Defense,
Avenger and PAC-3 Missile.
UAH is a doctoral-granting,
research-intensive university with
more than 7,000 students. Half of
the university's graduates earn a
degree in engineering or science,
making UAH one of the leading
producers of engineers and scientists
in Alabama, UAH

President's Council salutes Alumni members
President's Council, the university's recognition society for major donors,
is comprised of alumni, friends, corporations, and foundations that contribute to
UAH projects, programs, and scholarships of their choice. Membership is
annual and is open to everyone who makes a gift of at least $1,000.

Lifetime Members

Renewing President's Council Members*

A very special category, Life Membership,

We also thank our renewing alumni President's Council members.

is reserved for those whose accumulated
gifts total more than $25,000.
We salute and thank the following alumni
who are Lifetime Members of President's Council:

Administrative Science
1971
Martha Simms Rambo
1972
Betty J. Burch
1981
Edwin W. Bleier, Jr.
1991
Billie B. Bleier
1992
Diane C. Anderson

Liberal Arts
1972
Nancy F. McManus
Joe H. Ritch
1974
James G. Burch
John S. Hendricks
1979
Kathy L. Chan
Shelbie J. King

Science
1972
Walter R. Brosemer, Jr.
1987
Jim Hudson
1991
Daniel J. Reiley

Liberal Arts

Administrative Science

1974
James G. Burch
1979
Kathy L. Chan
Shelbie J. King
1996
Rhonda Tate Childress

1972
Betty J. Burch
1973
Stephen P. Zelnak Jr.
1974
Jesse P. Stutts
1981
Geraldine P. McLain
1983
Donna S. Reed
1984
Robert C. Mayes
1985
Grady P. Gaston III
1986
Sharon D. Morgan
1989
Bruce G. Burley
Kelly S. Gaston

2000
James J. Seaquist

Nursing
1977
Sue M. Shatas
1980
Mary K. Bonilla
1983
Susan L. Douglass
1985
Alice A. Chenault

Engineering
1968
William H. Leonard
1979
Gurmej S. Sandhu
1980
Marcus J. Bendickson
1986
Timothy D. Morgan
1987
Bruce R. Askins

Science
1969
Glenn R. Watson
1972
Walter R. Brosemer Jr.
1973
Remigius G. Shatas
1987
Jim Hudson

Welcome to our newest President's Council Members*
Administrative Science
1974
Ernest W. Ritch
1978
Ed B. Childress
1981
Geraldine P. McLain
James R. Thompson III
1986
James R. Parker
1987
Terry Conway
1999
John F. Rice
Ellis Gerald Windle

Engineering
1970
Mickey R. Wilhelm

Liberal Arts
1974
Deborah E. Barnhart
1983
Valerie G. Seaquist
W. Weldon Wilson
1996
James H. Isbell

Nursing
1987
Sue M. Krueger-Parker

Science
1975
Robert L. Wilkes

President's Council membership grew 18% over the previous fiscal year. Members meet annually in October at
a black-tie dinner to hear an update on university programs. We invite you to join now to be included in this fall's
President's Council event and have your name listed in the year's annual reports. Contact Director of Development,
Connie Gerlach at 824-6505 to learn how President's Council membership can help you fulfill your philanthropic goals.
This list reflects gifts received through June 30, 2004.
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CI ass NOTES
2004

1995

Katelyn R. Dunn, BS, chemical
engineering, has accepted a position as
a quality engineer for US AMCOM,
RDEC, Huntsville.

Val Y. Byler, BS, physics, is a staff
engineer in systems testing at Morgan
Research Corp., Huntsville.

Sara E. Winn, BS, math, is a graduate
teaching assistant in the UAH math
department.

2002
Veronica S. Burton, BS, nursing, is a
registered
nurse
working
for
Brookwood
Medical
Center,
Birmingham.

2001
Holly H. Kimbrell, MS, nursing, has
a new position as nurse intensivist for
VA Tennessee Valley Healthcare
System, Nashville.

2000
Angelia P. Bukley, Ph.D., electrical
engineering, has been named Stocker
Visiting Professor in the School
of Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science at Ohio University,
Athens, Ohio.
Charles E. Mauney, Jr., BA, English,
is a student at Cumberland School of
Law, Samford University, Birmingham,
where he has been selected editor-inchief of the 2004-05 "Cumberland
Law Review."

1999
Leah Isom Bishop, BS, civil engi
neering, is an environmental engineer
for the U.S. Army Department of
Defense at Redstone Arsenal.
Kesa Johnston, BA, liberal arts, was
graduated from the Jones School of
Law at Faulkner University in June
2003 and was admitted to the bar in
the fall. She is now as associate in the
Roanoke, Ala. law office of Oliver
Kitchens.
Kelly Mitchell, BSBA, finance, works
in the loan department at Berkshire
Mortgage Finance, Bethesda, Md.

1998
Jeff Johnson, BSN, has a new posi
tion as charge nurse of the cardiac
recovery unit at Huntsville Hospital.
Lisa Travis Lockett, BSBA, finance,
and MS, Administrative Science, '02,
is an auditor for the U.S. ' Army
Internal Review performing opera
tional and compliance audits for
AMCOM.
Beth Stapler, BSBA, management, is
the new assistant director of the exec
utive MBA program at the University
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

1993
Andrea Paseur, BS, optical science,
also holds a bachelor of architecture
degree from Mississippi State
University and has recently joined the
staff of a Huntsville-based architecture
and interior design firm, JH Partners,
as an intern architect.

1990
Peggy Wilfong, MA, English, earned
a Ph.D. degree from Indiana
University of Pennsylvania in 2000
and is an associate professor of English
at Cedarville University, Cedarville,
Ohio, where she was awarded tenure
this spring.

1986
D.R. Sapach, BS, mechanical
engineering, retired from his post as
manager of the Huntsville Air Freight
Terminal in April. In the 1980s when
he was associated with Lampi
Corporation, he was honored by three
Alabama Governors for his contribu
tions to industrial recruitment and
development. He retired from the U.S.
Navy after completing 31 years of
active and reserve service in 1998. He
lives in Lincoln County, Tenn.
Teresa Vanhooser, MAS, has been
appointed deputy director of the Flight
Projects Directorate at NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center where
she will help lead an organization
responsible for managing the opera
tion of scientific research aboard
the International Space Station.
Among its projects, the directorate
manages the Chandra Observatory,
the world's largest and most powerful
X-ray telescope.

1985
Lisa D. Williams, BS, chemistry,
founder and president of Huntsvillebased 3D Research Corp., was named
in May the Alabama Small Business
Person of the Year by the Small
Business Administration office in
Birmingham. Corporate growth,
revenue, performance data, leadership
and vision are part of the award
criteria.

1984
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col Mark S.
Chandler, BA, political science, has
been awarded the Bronze Star Medal
for his service as an intelligence oper
ations officer during the war in Iraq.
He is serving at Marine Corps
Headquarters, Washington, D.C.

1997
Jerome Pinder, BSBA, finance, has
been promoted to manager of personal
financial services at the Royal Bank of
Canada, Nassau, Bahamas.

10

Mark Crosswhite, BA, history, has
been named vice president and associ
ate general counsel for Southern
Company Services, Atlanta. He will
also serve as senior vice president and
general
counsel for Southern

Please send class notes to alumni@email.uah.edu
Company Generation and Energy
Marketing, a business unit of Southern
Company that works
to
manage
and
generate electricity
for the company's
retail customers and
markets energy in
the wholesale supply
business.
Crosswhite earned
a law degree from
the University of
Mark
A l a b a m a ,
Crosswhite
Tuscaloosa in 1987
and has previously served as a partner
with the Birmingham law firm of
Balch & Bingham practicing in the
utility, legislative and regulatory
section.
Frank A. Prince, BS, mathematics
and economics, a cost engineer at
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center
was named 2004 Professional of the
Year by the Huntsville Association
of Technical Societies, a nonprofit
association of area technical and
professional groups dedicated to
the advancement of science and
engineering. Prince, who works in
Marshall's Space Transportation
Directorate, won the top award among
members of the Society for Cost
Estimation and Analysis, Greater
Alabama Chapter.

1982
Cassandra D. Butler, BSBA,
management, has accepted a new posi
tion as training and development advi
sor for the Personnel Board of Jefferson
County, Ala. She has recently earned
a master of science degree in
computing technology in education
and an educational specialist degree,
both from Nova Southeastern
University, Fort Lauderdale, FL. She
lives in Birmingham.

1978
Anneta Simmons, BSBA, marketing,
is an executive technical recruiter for
FPC of Huntsville, Inc.

1976
Helen E. Yarbrough, BS, math, is the
owner and president of Ordered
Spaces, Indiatlantic, Fla. She lives in
Raleigh, N.C.

aspects of Space Shuttle preparation,
launch, and return of the orbiter to
KSC following flight.

Deaths
2003
Christopher L. Carlson, BS, comput
er science, died in March. He lived in
Madison, Ala.

1999
Staci B. Wood, BA, sociology, died in
May. She worked for TARCOG, a
Huntsville social services agency for
the elderly and was pursuing graduate
studies at the University of Alabama
Tuscaloosa.

1972
Bettie O. Roberts, BA, English, died
in September 2003. She was a resident
of Huntsville.
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1974
Michael G. Bell, BS, math, is the new
president and CEO of CIBC US
Insurance Company, Montpelier, Vt.

1968
Daniel J. Goodman, BS, physics, is a
consultant
providing
product
development, sales, management and
equity funding services. He lives in
Sarasota, Fla.
Dennis A. Kross, MS, mechanical
engineering, has been selected as
Space Shuttle Deputy Program man
ager at Kennedy Space Center,
Florida. He will be responsible for all
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New alumni president, officers elected for 2004'2005

Suzanne C. Dorsett
C. Todd Whetstone, '97, vice president, First
American Bank, Huntsville, was elected president
of the UAH Alumni Association at the organiza
tion's annual meeting in June. Whetstone will serve
a one-year term.
Suzanne C. Dorsett, '95, attorney, Watson,
Jimmerson, Givhan, Martin &. McKinney, PC,
was named first vice president; Grady P. Gaston,
'85, executive vice president and CFO, Gradkell
Systems, Inc. is the new vice president for finance;
and Van L. Strickland, '88, S & MA Team Lead,
NASA-MSFC, was elected secretary.
Seven board members completed their terms June
30 and were recognized at the organization's annual
meeting held at the Bevill Center on campus.
The Alumni Association thanks these graduates
for their service:

• Elizabeth W. Abel, '81, attorney, Lanier Ford
Shaver &. Payne
• Brian C. Garstang, '98, contracts manager,
TEKsystems
• Karol L. Kapustka, '77 and '94, data analyst,
outcomes management department, Huntsville
Hospital
• William H. Leonard, Ph.D., '68, '81, '83,
principal research engineer, Research Institute,
UAH
• Patricia A. McCay, '81, president, The Consulting
Group, Inc. and TriTech Solutions, LLC
• Patricia E. Newcomb, '91 and '93, staff writer,

Van L. Strickland

Elizabeth
Abel

Brian
Garstang

Karol
Kapustka

William
Leonard

The Huntsville Times

• Barry L. Simpson, '87, paralegal, Bell
Richardson, LLP

Mooneyham named Charger baseball coach
Lowell Mooneyham,
former Charger baseball
player and a 2000 history
graduate, has been named
Chargers' head baseball
coach.
Mooneyham is the third
coach in the history of the
program and has been a
part of it since its incep
tion in 1996. He was a
member of the first
Charger team to make

Grady P, Gaston

Patricia
McCay

Patricia
Newcomb

Barry
Simpson

Last call for Alpine Christmas

the NCAA tournament
in 1998.
A native of Bridgeton,
N.J, Mooneyham served
as a graduate assistant
until 2002 when he joined
the full-time staff as the
top assistant coach. The
team's primary recruiter,
he has also served as the
hitting coach and camp
coordinator, UAH
Lowell Mooneyham

Gender equity not a problem for Chargers
UAH athletics was recognized as
being one of the top five NCAA
Division II intercollegiate programs in
the country in participation rates for
women in a Chronicle of Higher
Education report released June 17.
The Chronicle listed UAH with the
New Jersey Institute of Technology, the
Florida Institution of Technology,

Michigan
Tech,
and
Central
Washington University as being the
national leaders in female participation
rates.
Fifty-five percent of all student
athletes at UAH are female competing
on eight varsity teams. Nationwide
in Division II, rates hover around
40 percent, UAH

Join the UAH Alumni Association!
Membership is only $25 annually and provides funding for
the UAH Alumni News and association activities and programs.
Visit our website for a full list of benefits or
join on-line at www.uah.edu. Click on
"Alumni" then on "Membership"
or mail a check for $25 to:

UAH Alumni Association
Shelbie King Hall, Suite 300
Huntsville, AL 35899
Phone: 256-UAH-ALUM

Space is available, but going quickly for the alumni association's
holiday tour to Innsbruck and the region's famous Christmas markets.
"Alpine Christmas" is an eight-day trip to Bavaria, exploring Munich,
Oberammergau and Salzburg. We will depart Huntsville Dec. 8 and be
headquartered in Innsbruck, remaining in one hotel throughout the trip
so you'll have plenty of time to unpack, relax, shop, and explore the
magical scenery at an unhurried pace.
Sightseeing will include a motorcoach ride though the Bavarian Alps, a
city tour of Innsbruck, the fairy tale Neuschwanstein Castle, historic Wies
Church, a visit to the woodcarvers of Oberammergau, and the Mirabell
Gardens in Salzburg. Each day includes plenty of time to explore the
famous and lovely Christmas markets in search of hand-made treasures.
Alpine Christmas includes round-trip airfare from Huntsville, 10
meals, cancellation waiver and insurance, hotel accommodations,
transfers, and departure tax. The fully escorted tour costs $1,649 per
person based on twin occupancy. A $350 per person deposit is required
with your reservation. Payment in full is due Oct. 9. A valid passport is
required. Persons are not required to be a UAH graduate to participate.
A full description this tour is on the web at www.uah.edu. Click
on "alumni" then on "pack your bags," or call the Alumni Office at
256-824-2586. «-'AH

